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Definite 
determiners

• Grambank feature 1; 
Skirgård et al (2023)

• Yellow = yes
Green = no



Hitchhiking … to the 
archives
Deal (2015): 

“reasoning from some data points of speaker 
behavior to linguistic meaning”



Bardi and the (in)definites 
questionnaire

• Today: focus on definiteness and optionality (or not) of number



Preliminaries





Bare nouns



Bare nouns (with agreement)



Bare nouns (without agreement)



Determiners?

• ginyinggi 3 minimal personal pronoun

• irr 3 augment personal pronoun





Optional plurality?

• Number marking => sets of atoms, not groups

• Evidence for number neutrality where no agreement



Issues:

• Ginyinggi as free pronoun or grammaticalized determiner?

• Functions of agreement? – nonconfigurational language

• Number mismatches

• Minimality vs singularity

• Optional plurals?

• …



Negative data vs 
Rabbitholes



Thank you!
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•


